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BKPTRUDI McCULLOUGH
v eorE g, Eer)

e ork. ough every-
thing written by ‘Erich Maria Re-
marque, from “All Quiet In the
Western Front” to “Arch of
Triumph,” his new novel, seems au-
tomatically to reach an enormous
audience, there is one document of
his that has not been seen by the

public eye.
This (ﬁrmm author, whose books

nless this is done properly, he
&rrmsny will

attempt someday to wage a

World War. Prime objective of Re-

marque's reeducation plan would be

to destroy the belief, which he

is still prevalent in German minds,

es.

“Tt is more lmrerhnt to show
them that Hitler started the war,”
he says, to show them pictures
of concentration camps, which they
only shrug as ‘f; cations’ any-

e

“They can’t off Hitler's own
a.eugm if, at l:i.l:{“lt‘xl"eed from %?;
bels prapa“n a, they are pe
ted to see them umﬁmuy for the
first time.” ‘

First, measure advanced by Re-
marque would be to point out the
ways in which Hitler exceeded l'ﬂ.:
Emm. “most Germans were wi

in the move to return German
minorities to the fatherland. But

stead of just the Sudetenland, that

when he invaded Poland, was
not minorities but de-

completely from the pro-
gram they sanctioned.”

Point number two would be to de-
glamorize the “invincible German
soldier,” showing that the German
superman arose simply because
?: on}euelse. at the time, was ready

’ dly,” says Remarque, “they

tnhlﬁtmeruﬂbo!mmuuponthe in

maintain that the German soldier
was never beaten, that Germany was
beateén only by a superiority of ma-
teriel and preduction, By pointing
out their own limited resources, it
can be demonstrated to them that
the German general staff should
have known they would be beaten
by materiel and production; that

‘super body’ was at fault in not
knowing it; that due to their geo-
graphical position in Europe they
will always be beaten by it.”

Eric Remarque, wounded five times |

while fighting for the kaiser, has
been concerned ever since with war
and war's aftermath. When his “All
Quiet On the Western Front"” was
made into a movie, the infant Nazi

third | party demonstrated outside the the-

ater. Says Remarque, “the Nazis
themselves regarded this as their
first public demonstration, and they
succaeded"ln closing that showing

In subsequent vears no love was
lost between Remarque and the Naz-
is. In a tavern ukgrmuh in Ber
in 1932 he and two companions “did
rat badly” to some party men.
one of these men again in
a Parls cafe just before the war
gave him the idea for the revenge
sequence against Nazi Haake, whic
reviewers have praised in “Arch Of
Triumph.” W e

Remmaue. a handsome man 8
who spe facile, though not idio-
matic English, and smokes 20 cigars
a day, very nearly was turned aside
from his early ambitioft to write.

His father, for whom he has a tre-
mendous respect and affection, was
a retired naval officer who didn't

athize with literary leanings.

e proposed to send the boy on a
whaling expedition to the North
Pole, which would have consumed
about five years of his life and pre-
sumably changed his tastes.

His narrow escape from this fate
is a source of amusement to Re-
marque today. He grew up dabbling
in writing and in painting, and at
18 was drafted into the German

army.
In the postwar unrest of defeated

lin | writing has always stood

German Author Says Bring War Guilt Home
To Nazis Or They Will Plan Another War

Germany, he vaulted from one oc-
cupation to another. He taught
schoo), turned stone cutter, toured
Germany in a gypsy caravan and
was a test driver for a Berlin tire
company. By 1929 né nad become
a sports writer for an illustrated

‘Imagazine. s

“In Germany,” he explains, “it was
possible to be a newspaper man
with a secretary or a newspaper man
without a secretary. By never learn-
ing to type I took good care to be

orfe with . « .” He still writes every-

thing in laborious longhand.

Another of his father's arguments
against the young Remarque's turn-
ing writer was that he would never
be happy at it. “A writer” said the
Senior Remarque, “should be 90 per
cent writer and only 10 per cent hu-
man being. You are 51 per cent writ-
er and 40 per cent human being.”
Remarque believes now his father
was right.

One bit of his father's advice about
Remarque
in good stead. Said the navy mfn,
“be very careful with your simplieity.
If you lose it you never get it
back. You can get refined e."

This, Remarque believes, is the

h | basis of effective writing. “A writer

must keep for himself that look at
life which a child has, as if seein
everythlnf for the first time, bu
;:ringing t to his years of exper-
ence."”

In 1932 Remarque built a house
on a lake in Switzerland, and short-
ly found he couldn't return to Ger-
many. By 1938 the Nazis had re-
voked his citizenship. He came to
the United States and settled in Los
Angeles, but announces, “I never
wrote a line for Hollywood.”

In the Park Avenue hotel where
he now lives, the walls of his
rooms are covered with original Van

hs, Cezannes and Egyptian art.

urrently Remarque is working on
two new novels at once (“sometimes
I get out of breath—then I stop and
work on thé other one™), and reread-
ing the works of Dostoevski, Sten-
dhal, and Tolstoy.
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