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Tells of His

Hatred for Nazis

The German Author, Erich Remarque, Was an Early Intellectual Victim

By Alvin H. Goldstein

A Staff Correspondent of the
Post-Dispatch

NEW YORK, March 1.

N CONVERSATION, Erich
lA aria Remarque, the author of

the current best seller, “Arch
of Triumph,” is a quiet, dispassion-
ate man. Intense emotions dis-
closed in that account of German
refugees’ hell-on-earth and in his
universally distributed “All Quiet
on the Western Front” are not
evident in the slightly broken
speech of the (Brman novelist.

Remarque, an edrly intellectual
vietim of Nazi destruction, does
not consider himself a refugee. It
is the Nazis who are refuge
from humanity, and Remarque
long ago renounced them. It is as
a German that he hates them with
an intensity that he thinks cannot
be equaled by a citizen of any
other nation. They have stig-
matized him as a potential Nazi,
solely on the basis of his nation-
ality.

“1 do not even have the excuse
of being a Jew,” he said with
Kesture of helplessness. *Members
of that group automatically are
exculpated of any participation or
agreement with the Nazi disgrace,
They are held beyond suspicion.
But as long as the horror of Naz-
jsm is considered something pe-
an, T am branded by
the same shameful iron. you
wonder that m;
er, pert
suffered
hands

One of the developments In pos
war Germany that gives R
marque much dispair, s the
failure of a segment of the Ger-
man population to insist on par-
ticipation in _the trial of war
criminals at Nuernberg. He had
hoped to learn of a popular move-
ment, inspired by the cry: “
us punish our own.” He ‘thinks—
or rather, hopes—that its failure
ize is due to fear of
nge easily visited when
the days of Allied Army occupa-
tion are
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tical Nazi boy of
3 yenrs old
observed.
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sentence with a significant cluck
of the tongue, drawing his finger
across his throat.

hr (nnl‘hxd'd “those
unsympathetic zis have sur-
vived in G unl) through
remaining silent and unprotesting.
Perhaps it is too much to expect
a demonstration from them now
unless they could be assured of
future security against Nazi as-
sins. Personally—and I assure
Jou I do not seek o evade the
Question—I have no selution of my
own to the problem.”

s to punishment of the war
guilty, the mild-mannered writer
declared in flat, even tones that
he would be gratified to kill them
personally with his own bare
hands. Regarding the prosecution
of so-called German intellectunls
who abetted the azi cause, Re-
marque was less concerned. He
pointed out that contrary to for-
eign opinion, the German scholar,
artist or intellectunl was not a
\) 1 influence ln the community,
although have been
honored nommnll_\ with a degree.

“The single exception is the
scientist,” he added, “and he was
h

“After all,
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In his own case, after he was
internationally celebrated as au-
thor of “All Quiet on the Western
Front,” distributed in the United
States as is his current “Arch of
Triumph” by the Book-of-the-
Month Club, t into many

ERICH REMARQUE, AUTHOR OF
FRONT," WHOSE NEW BOO!

K. AR
CURRENT BEST SELLER.

'lHn own father, a professional

1 officer, had sought to dis-
suade him from that career, not
convinced that writing was right-

n the futility of war
for lhr common man, was thun-
dering_acr
elder Rem;
a five-year whaling expedition
n, much as if he were seek-
to sep
rt, confident she would be for-
tween time and distance®
he had turned to fiction
after removing the tattered Ger-
man Army uniform that served
as the emblem of his disillusion-
ment in 1918 in the cause of
“Deutschland Uber Alles,” he en-
tered and quickly abandoned the
In rapid

ager, a tombstone salesman, an

automobile tire-tester on motor | |

speedways, an advertising slogan |
writer and then a newspaper
writer.

In 1940, he moved to the United
States to fulfill motion picture |
studio committments in Holly- |

wood. He insists that he is fond |

but admits that he
rarel; nllcnds them. With equal

s he asserts that he
is devoted to Hollywood (except
“people out there take too much
exercise”), but shows no inclina-
tion to move from his New York

hotel apartment where he estab- |

lished residence in 1942

Whereas  “All  Quiet on the
Western Front” dealt with the
destiny of th
soldier, tricked into a war by
« consuming quest of his lead- ‘
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languages both for reading and
motion pictures, he received about
100 marks or $24 from German
publishers for short stories. Col-
lier's paid him $2500 or about

1100 marks for each story.

On the eve of Hitler's ascen-
dancy 1, Remarque re-
nounced his native land and
moved to Ascona, Switzerland,
here e continued his writin,
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terness the lot of
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an e
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"ALL QUIET ON THE WESTERN
ICH OF TRIUMPH, IS

ers for power, “Arch of Triumph"
turns the same sardonic eye to-
ward the hapless state of Ger-

man refugees, political and racial
in Paris. Previous books, “The
Road Back,” and “Three Com-
discussed with equal bit-
hed

\tment of the refu-
sequals In any
sense, a device abhorent to the
author,

* kK

So cynical and pessimistic is
“Arch of Triumph” in tone, even
the title serving as sort of a bitter
st, that Remarque is seriously
contemplating a violation of his
established rule. He is inclined
to agree that he owes it to him-
self and his readers, and to some
of the principal characters in the
book who were _created in part

METAL BED AND SPRING—
Good, used metal beds,
complete with

springs, now only

in the images of actual’persons,
to bring events up to date in an-
other book.

Curiously enough, it is Re-
marque’'s own chief figure of
“Arch of Triumph,” “Dr. Ravic,”
who points the most demanding
finger for a sequel where hope
may balance dispair. The char-
acter of “Dr. Ravic” was suggest-
ed to the author when he learned
that a famous Berlin surgeon who
had_incurred the displeasure of
the Nazis, had performed an oper-
ation for Remarque's wife in
Paris. The refugee surgeon, living
surreptitiously under an assumed

n the comparative freedom
of the French city before it fell
fore German conquest, earned
his living by performing opera-
tions for less mble surgeons who
paid hlm a relatively trivial fee.
s this man became the “Dr.
R:\vlc" of the noval, a refugee to
whom flight was commonplace, &
man without name or nation,
hunted and harassed until his
emotions are dead and he no
longer knows fear, love, hope, sor-
even bitterness,
who rides un-
moved on a crowded truck to a
French concentration eamp when
France prepares to fight Ger-
many. “It was so dark,” the fi-
nal line of the book sets forth,
“that once could nnl even see the
Arc de Triomphe.

Well, the man whose experiences
suggested the  fictitious “Dr.
Ravic" in real life is Dr. Willhelm
Swienty, Remarque related. Dr.
Swienty, now fully recovered from
Nazi abuses and concentration
eamp hardships (not to mention
the steady diet of calvados that
kept him going in Paris, is medical
director of a State Hospital in
Maine, honored and happy in his
profession and ready for Ameri-

can citizenship.

“So it certainly looks like T
should write a sequel though
don't like to rehash old ideas,
Remarque concluded with a smile.
“When ‘Arch of Triumph' was
written there was reason to be
cynical and depressed. Today, in
1946, times have changed. I have
changed. Now can laugh at
some of the jokes about the Nazi

he question in the inteili-
gence test they gave to new proj
erty owners: “What is our Fueh
er's orite food' Those things
weren't funny then. They were
true and they hurt.

You can protect the outside of
starched collars and cuffs of men's
shirts against scorch by placing
a piece of paper over them when
ironing.

Keep your coffee pot absolute-
Iy clean or coffee is apt to taste
__bitter.
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©ODD DRESSERS — Good,
used dressers at a low
price. Choice of $495

several styles —
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